Introduction: International comparative analysis shows that health care costs per capita are increasing at a faster pace in the Netherlands than elsewhere in Europe [1] . In 2012, the Taskforce Healthcare Expenditures formulated three recommendations to slow down this cost growth: (a) care should 'go back to basic', with the general practitioner (GP) as a gatekeeper; (b) care should be provided at the 'right place', with more task substitution to primary care, and; (c) all parties should share a mutual responsibility for controlling healthcare costs [2] . Therefore the primary care organisation ZIO and the Academic Hospital Maastricht initiated the Primary Care Plus (PC+) pilot to investigate whether the Triple Aim principles [3] could be reached through substitution from hospital care to primary care. This PC+ pilot seeks to contribute to these points by introducing specialist consultations in general practice.
